AAC LEARNING NETWORK

A Parent Perspective




Does the student:
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* Engage and interact during shared reading?
| ® Have a means of communication and interaction?

Literacy For All FUndorstond et p s maonng?

“Yes" to all four
questions
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Interventions Interventions

* Shared reading Mngmmnh-mlon
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) * Word
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awareness * Writing
* Independent writing with access * Self-directed reading

to full alphabet
¢ Self-directed reading




Emergent Literacy

* Shared Reading

* Self-directed or Independent Reading

* Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)

* Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet
* Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

* Means of Communication and Interaction
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Supporting Your Child's

Communication with AALC



g Bennett.
Jan 27,2022 - &

WE ARE EXCITED AND ALSO INTIMIDATED!

AND EXCITED!
AND INTIMIDATED!

1 Cass Griffin Bennett is with Ryan
<

#AAC #2y #iykyk #itshere!




Her Own Plans...

See those feet on the landing...




Biggest Eifects

FAMILY BONDING SHARED VOCABULARY

& CONNECTION SUPPORTING SELF-
MOTIVATED SENSORY

EXPLORATION

REGULATION VIA
PREPARATION &

Profound impacts across environments: INCREASED FELT SAFETY
¢ for her as an individual,
o for us a family & with extended family,
e in OT & speech sessions & at school

COMMUNICATION



Themes in Our Toddler AAC Journey “How”s

1. Experimenting! There’s no handbook.

2. Modeling without expectation

3. Prioritizing regulation and connection

4 Leaning into her favorites

5.Incorporating into routines & play

6. Presuming competence

7.Involving the whole family

8.Supporting her as a gestalt language processor (GLP)
9. Adjusting as skills develop

Remember the long game. This is a marathon, not a sprint.



Themes in Suppordudng Her in Emergent Literacy

1. Experimenting! There's no handbook

2. Modeling without expectation

3. Prioritizing regulation and connection

4 Leaning into her favorites

5.Incorporating into routines & play

6. Presuming competence

7.Involving the whole family

8.Supporting her as a gestalt language processor (GLP)
9. Adjusting as skills develop

Remember the long game. This is a marathon, not a sprint.









Party favors!

Gifts!
Cake Design!

Venue!
: Table Settings!

Shared Reading

* Self-directed or Independent Reading

* Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)

* Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet
* Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

Snacks!
| Balloons!

* Means of Communication and Interaction
. _
SRR ot I Photo ' CTORS
Costumes! ¥ Backdrop! % Music!

Signage!

Activities at
the party!

Seating!
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Scaredy Squirrel

Teiody

Emergent Literacy

* Shared Reading

* Self-directed or Independent Reading

« Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)
+ Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet |
* Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

* Means of Communication and Interaction
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SCAREDY"S MUTTY NDVENTURES

Scaredy
Squirrel

In a Nutshell
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MELANIE WATT
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our entry point:
audiobook with
song in car

&

Emergent Literacy

* Shared Reading

* Self-directed or Independent Reading

* Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)

* Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet
= Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

physical book...
dafter the song “took”

animated adaptation

* Means of Communication and Interaction
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l&z Admin Cass Griffin Bennett - Nov 13, 2023 - &

Screentime & AAC

4ya - and | are watching some Super Simple Songs
together this afternoon & it turned into a great opportunity
to medel, chat about, and use Feelings vocabulary &9 & )
vweoww

Does anyone else happily use screen time like this? It's not
always something she wants me to do and | follow her lead if
not, but today was a super receptive day and Super Simple
Songs is a nice pace for it.

#4y #FamilyAAC #preschoolaac #prekaac
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Emergent Literacy

* Shared Reading

+ Self-directed or Independent Reading

* Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)

+ Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet
* Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

* Means of Communication and Interaction
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Let's

look af the hl’gmnmgm

look at photos Frozen movie
\\

she took & make

. Tar Heel Reader
stories together . o
in Pictello

of words from the

Apple Music
with lyrics

captions on
during movies

&

Emergent Literacy

* Shared Reading

* Self-directed or Independent Reading

* Shared Writing (predictable chart writing)

* Independent Writing and Access to a Full Alphabet
= Alphabet and Phonological Awareness

physical book
shared reading

* Means of Communication and Interaction



Convert & Import Tar Heel Reader Books into Pictello

Library

Bees

The Color Green

Butterflies are

cupcakes

2

Panda Bear, Panda Bear, What do You See? p—

Green can fli} Green can fiutter

model on AAC when
commenting, esp action words,
adjectives, comments

Green can swim. Green can 8l

Lean into those deep interests & favorites!



And on that farm he had an .. .
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In Play ADULT LED

play

Begins with
qngugaﬂdﬂ

Seeks
control

Focuses on
structure

Reveals skill
development

dialogue in
pretend play

Begins with
obsgervuﬁﬂﬂ

Seeks
connection

Focuses
on areas of
interest

Reveals
motivations

ﬁ Cass Griffin Bennett is with Ryan
Bennett,
Jan28 . ¢
GUESS wHo STAYED UP TO0 LATE EDITING
AGAIN

GUILTYYYY oA

(Yes there's 3 whole Bluey folder on her AAC now
vo RO s Don‘t warry | also curated practical
folders like Cfothing and Places. Butfand,
integrating Media favorites Mmay seem trivia), sure,
but it increases engagement ang interest like
whoa)

#Bluey #AAC #ltoddlerAAC #Pf'eschooiAAC
#pr olrn'ufoi’gf.\ #Unicorse #GUILTY
a‘—‘augmenrahveandalle.’natm@m)rm'ﬂunica!\'on

- stay current

ites!
Lean into those deep interests & favorites!



Getting more “structured” with
Shared Reading? Cautious with
the A in CAR for Stages 1-3...

AAC Tip Series:
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Follow The aﬁe’

C. Comment

Open to a page, then wait. Read the
page, then wait. Make a comment,
then wait.

A: Ask

IF the learner has not communicated,

ask for participation,
R: Respond

Repeat what the learner said,
then add a little more

‘Follow the C.AR.' is an approach to
structure shared reading interactions.
It is a way to start with learners who
are not yet initiating or participating
during shared reading.

Continue Following the CAR until
your learner is actively taking

commiunication turns. NWACS
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Tar Heel Shared Reader has free online
learning modules on shared reading,
Including one on the Following the CAR
strategy.

Follow the CAR module on Tar Heel
Shared Reader

sharedreader.org/follow-the-car-module/

NWACS

WWALS L
: April 26 O

"Following the CAR" is going smoothly! Your learner is actively participating in shared reading!

Now it is time to go beyond asking for any participation from the learner, We start asking them

specific questions, More variety of questions. "Put the CROWD in the CAR" is a structured

approach to doing this,

Learn more about this strategy by watching this free module from Tar Heel Shared Reader:
https:iwww.sharedreader.org/putting-the-crowd-in-the.../

#AAC #Augmentati... See more

AAC Tip Series:

-9
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CROWE) i the Cﬁ&’

NWALS

‘Putthe CROW.D.inthe CAR isa
structured way to expand and refine
shared reading interactions.

Once your learner is actively initiating
and responding during shared reading
using the ‘Follow the CAR approach,
put the CROWD in the CAR. This is a
way to expand the Ask step.

NWACS
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sentence for the

Tar Heel Shared Reader has free online
learning modules on shared reading.
Including one on the Putting the
CROWD in the CAR strategy.

- Recall: gu rwhat has
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Putting the CROWD in the CAR
module on Tar Heel Shared Reader

sharedreader orgffollow-the-car-modulef

W Wh-Question: whsa, what, when,
where,

D: Distancing
thie book (o persol

Al eXpEnEnce "o

(*in CLFA, D’s example
is a comment)




WHAT TO AVOID

For many therapists, teaching
simply equals prompting.
"Say it on your device!”
therapists may chant. The
problem is, prompting
promotes inauthentic and
adult-directed
communication, which is not
our goal for our emergent
communicators!

&( @learnplaythrive

DO THIS INSTEAD

Instead, model AAC use
without expectation. Use their
device to talk to them. When
we use AAC to communicate
with our learners, they are
able to see the AAC device as
a voice and begin to explore
using that voice in a way that
is authentic and meaningful
to them.
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Declarative Language until Stage 4

Quizzing/Asking questions & “Tell me”/ "Show me”
demands likely to backfire for many GLPs in Stages 1-3,
engagement-wise. If so...

? WHAT IS DECLARATIVE
8 LANGUAGE?

[ ent
=) Declarative language is a comm

or a statement, usually about
something someone KNows,
observes, or thinks

DECLARATIVE

LANGUAGE WORDS

Declarative
language is about
making comments

& PHRASES TO TRY

or statements, not
— instead of asking questions, making

i = ; about asking
commands, of demanding someone . ::-t::ce . ::::: == questions or
to do something, it's ab‘::;ce':::mg " :‘“’ o f::':ﬁ“’“ _— demanding your
a in an exp = Hear L at a great question - - 3
them to shat * Think » Let's find out together child to do thlngs
; . ills including = Imagine « I'm not sure P
Builds a variety of sml:z'cion - Forget . ke
social emotional regu sective + Wonder - I don't like
executive functioning, persp Win - Know . Let's
taking inferencingu prOb‘em solving, » Remember « I, my, me, mine
. “:'ad'VOCacy, and more « Perhaps * We, us U'CK TIPS FOR
se « Maybe « Emotion words ECLARAT|VE
_» Questions are turned into cosn;:;\ents . LANGUAGE
or direction .
and comm:“:mds o  Take a question
rephrased into oDEaE you were going to
Uses words such as notice, wonder, Improve your

ask & turn it into a
statement instead

* Try rephrasing any
directions into an
observation instead

) d
think, feel, see, let's, we, |, an . ®

sometimes - &
2

wwW.ANDNEXTCOMESL‘COM .

commenting skills!

Prioritize engagement, always
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Ways We Use Recorded Audio
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Intonation-Rich Model Phrases

™ cCass Griffin Bennett
4P A3 0
Making progress on my little family self-reg project.
Much lamination, much cutting, maaaany Velcro
dots... UPDATE: | wrote an explanation in the
comments. It looks like a visual schedule — it's not a
visual schedule.




Facilitating Independent Study
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leaning into

interests letter
sound
Can you name the calor or the )

feeling that matches the way exploratlon

MY FEELINGS you ore feeling?

Alphabet
‘| Adventures

Written by Amanda Hartmann
Tliustrated by Manhes Ha k
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Album AAC

Cass Griffin Bennett js Wwith Ryan Bennett,
Nov 18, 2029 o

Looks like big sister got ahold
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Thank You
Mv Asks

e Connect with NWACS!
e Trust your curiosity and remember the long game.

Contact £

e Email: cass@throughtothrive.org
e FB: "Cass Griffin Bennett" in WA
(send message for context)

Questions & Discussion



