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Started robust high-tech
AAC at age 2; just turned 5

Gestalt Language
Processor
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EARLY 2022
AGE 2

IN THE BEGINNING...

See those feet on the landing...

Her Own Plans...
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Biggest Effects

COMMUNICATION 

 SHARED VOCABULARY
SUPPORTING SELF-

MOTIVATED SENSORY
EXPLORATION

REGULATION VIA
PREPARATION &

INCREASED FELT SAFETY

FAMILY BONDING
& CONNECTION
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Profound impacts across environments:
for her as an individual, 
for us a family & with extended family,
in OT & speech sessions & at school 



Experimenting! There’s no handbook.1.
Modeling without expectation2.
Prioritizing regulation and connection3.
Leaning into her favorites4.
Incorporating into routines & play5.
Presuming competence6.
Involving the whole family7.
Supporting her as a gestalt language processor (GLP)8.
Adjusting as skills develop9.

Remember the long game. This is a marathon, not a sprint.

Themes in Our Toddler AAC Journey “How”s
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Experimenting! There’s no handbook1.
Modeling without expectation2.
Prioritizing regulation and connection3.
Leaning into her favorites4.
Incorporating into routines & play5.
Presuming competence6.
Involving the whole family7.
Supporting her as a gestalt language processor (GLP)8.
Adjusting as skills develop9.

Remember the long game. This is a marathon, not a sprint.

Themes in Supporting Her in Emergent Literacy
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Leaning Into Her Favorites

Decorations!

Invitations!

Snacks!

Party favors!

Activities at
the party!

Gifts!

Venue!
 Table Settings!

Colors!

Signage!

Costumes! Seating!

Cake Design!

Balloons!

Music!
Photo

Backdrop!

Theme Party Analogy
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& play her way
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our entry point:
animated adaptations

expansion of
entry point to
more in series

bedtime
routine
story

Putting the multi in
“multimedia” as an

Entry Point



our entry point:
audiobook with

song in car

animated read-aloud on youtube

physical book...
after the song “took”

animated adaptation
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animated read-aloud on youtube

modeling on device while watching
This Is My Happy Face song together

physical
book,

together

physical book,
independent reading

entry point:
Super Simple

Songs at
preschool

kid-directed concept
expansion



captions on
during movies
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physical book
shared reading

Apple Music
with lyrics

look at photos
she took & make
stories together Tar Heel Reader

in Pictello
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Convert & Import Tar Heel Reader Books into Pictello

Lean into those deep interests & favorites!

model on AAC when
commenting, esp action words,

adjectives, comments
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Vooks

Lean into those deep interests & favorites!

integrate stage-appropriate concept
introduction/expansion
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In Play

dialogue in
pretend play

core!

stay current

Lean into those deep interests & favorites!



Supporting Her as a Gestalt Language Processor

CASSIA GRIFFIN BENNETT 2024

Getting more “structured” with
Shared Reading? Cautious with
the A in CAR for Stages 1-3...

(*in CLFA, D’s example
is a comment)
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...yes, even when using the alternative given to
asking a question, a “show me”/“tell me” demand...



Declarative Language until Stage 4

Improve your
commenting skills!

Quizzing/Asking questions & “Tell me”/ ”Show me”
demands likely to backfire for many GLPs in Stages 1-3,

engagement-wise. If so...

Prioritize engagement, always
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Playing with Language & Fun
Engagement!

Independence & Autonomy &
Accessibility

Ex: Books, Social Stories, Visuals

“Test-driving”/“Auditioning”
Intonation-Rich Model Phrases

In Books (Ex: Dialogue!, Repeat
Phrases)
On Visuals

Highlighting on Device
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Ways We Use Recorded Audio
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Chameleon Reader

examples from at_home_with_camille



I NEED HELP
I NEED SPACE
I NEED TO PUSH PAUSE
I NEED TO GO
I NEED MORE TIME
I NEED A BREAK

MY BODY NEEDS FOOD
MY BODY FEELS HUNGRY
I’M HUNGRY
I’M THIRSTY

OUCH! I GOT HURT
OUCH! I NEED A BANDAID
I’M IN PAIN

I AM TOO HOT
I AM TOO COLD
I AM EXHAUSTED

I WANT TO BE BY MYSELF
I DO NOT WANT TO BE BY MYSELF
I WANT TO SAY I ’M SORRY

I NEED MY COFFEE**
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Intonation-Rich Model Phrases
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letter
sound

exploration

Facilitating Independent Study

leaning into
interests



Grid size? Starting in toddlerhood...1.
Visual emphasis on text2.

Buttons: Adjust text-to-image size ratio to
enlarge & emphasize text
Keyboard access, predictive text
Message bar: Only text? 

(not sure? change model device first)
Alphabet options on device3.
Model spelling on device4.

Ex: green, clean, queen
Supporting through GLP stages5.

Adjusting as Skills Develop 
Reassess Tech Settings & Modeling Practices &

Literacy Activity Readiness Regularly

CASSIA GRIFFIN BENNETT 2024



Email: cass@throughtothrive.org
FB: "Cass Griffin Bennett" in WA
(send message for context)

My Asks 
Connect with NWACS! 
Trust your curiosity and remember the long game.

Thank You

Questions & Discussion

Contact
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